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August 15, 2018 

 

Dear Kenedy ISD Community, 

 

Today, the Texas Education Agency released A-F Accountability ratings for districts.  Districts 

received a grade or rating based on performance in three areas: 

● Student Achievement  

● School Progress  

● Closing the Gaps 

  

Kenedy ISD received a letter grade of B, with a standard score of 82! 

Overall areas for the district were rated as follows:  
Student Achievement Domain - C 

Academic Growth Rating - C 

Relative Performance Rating - B 

Resolved Rating - B 

Closing the Gaps Rating - B 

 

While district ratings are based on an A–F scale, the 2018 rating labels for individual campuses will 

continue under the Met Standard, Met Alternative Standard or Improvement Required labels. The 

A–F rating labels will be applied to campuses at the end of the upcoming school year. 

 

Individual campuses earned scaled scores as follows: 

KHS earned a campus overall scaled score of 76=MET STANDARD 

KMS earned a campus overall scaled score of 72=MET STANDARD 

KES earned a campus overall scaled score of 91=MET STANDARD 

KES also earned the following distinctions:   

*Academic Progress  *Closing Gaps  *Science Achievement  *Post-Secondary Readiness 

K Academy earned an Improvement Required rating. 

 

While I am proud of the B rating our district has received, I also want to communicate that I am 

opposed to the A-F rating system adopted by the Texas Education Agency.  Kenedy ISD stands with 

me on this issue.  Before I joined the KISD family, the Board of Trustees adopted a resolution along 

with 566 other districts in Texas to oppose and repeal the A-F rating system.  We believe in and are 

willing to work towards developing a community-based accountability system that utilizes other data 

points to measure what Kenedy ISD deems is important to promote college and career readiness.   

 

The Texas Association of School Administrators believes that this A-F rating system has not 

worked in other states.  They also comment that it is difficult to know what the rating system 

actually means and it does not account for factors beyond the control of districts, like varying socio 

economic conditions.  We know from voluminous research that economic conditions do influence 

student performance on high-stakes tests like STAAR.  The letter grades assigned to each district 

will most likely mirror the socio-economic status of the district and thus, it has the possibility of 

creating a false narrative about neighborhoods and communities. 

 



 
2 

To be clear, we are very proud of the work our students and teachers did to improve student 

achievement, make progress and close achievement gaps to earn the B accountability rating our 

district has been assigned!  Out of the 742 school districts in Texas, we were one of 455 districts 

that received an A or B rating!.  This news certainly will serve to motivate and inspire students, staff 

and administrators to start the new school year on a positive note!   

 

We are extremely proud of the work our Kenedy High School students, staff and administration 

have done to earn a 76 - Met Standard rating.  It is evident that the double-digit gains this campus 

made in one year is the result of campus-wide improvement in every classroom!  We are indeed proud 

of the dedication and hard work of the students, staff and administration at our KHS and look 

forward to celebrating many other accomplishments with them during the 2018-2019 school year! 

 

Congratulations goes to KMS for achieving a 72-Met Standard rating!  It has been great to see the 

family atmosphere KMS staff have worked so hard to create for their students and for each other. 

Staff have been collaboratively planning and preparing relentlessly to be ready to welcome students 

for their first day of school.  We have no doubt that we will continue to see measurable gains at 

KMS and will definitely be celebrating the growth and accomplishments in student learning we see 

throughout the year!.   

 

We must commend our spectacular Kenedy Elementary students, staff and administration for 

earning a 91 scaled score on their overall accountability!  The work they did to earn the 91 was 

pivotal to the district earning a B!  Without their score of 91, our district would have scored a C. 

The four distinctions they earned is a testament to the phenomenal work they do to meet the needs 

of ALL students, in every classroom!! We extend a hearty thank you to the KES students, staff and 

administration for inspiring and challenging us all to bring our A-game to EVERY classroom, EVERY 

office and EVERY athletic field, for the benefit of EVERY student, EVERY DAY!.   

 

 

With Kenedy PRIDE, 

 

 

Diana Barrera 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

 

 


